
Greater Maple Valley Area Council

P.O. Box 101

Maple Valley, WA  98038

August 3, 2010

Aleta Borschowa BorschA@wsdot.wa.gov
WSDOT Project Engineer

Washington State Department of Transportation

Northwest Region

PO Box 330310

Seattle, WA  98133-9710

Ms. Borschowa:


The Greater Maple Valley Unincorporated Area Council (GMVUAC) is concerned about the closure of the southbound lane of the Issaquah-Hobart Road and the unnecessary impacts on local businesses, residents, and commuters.


We did not receive any notification. A sign was posted only days before the road was closed on August 2. One of our members, Warren Iverson, has talked to you about this recently and we fully support his concerns.


While we understand the necessity to replace the wall, we request you consider the following alternatives in lieu of full lane closure to accommodate the local community:

1. Use of flaggers to provide one-lane access alternating northbound and southbound, as done on other portions of the Issaquah-Hobart Road this year.

2. Northbound lane opened for AM commute; then use the Northbound lane for Southbound traffic for PM commute.

3. Work at night, similar to I-5 road work and open the road during the day.

4. Install a temporary light signal like that used on the May Valley Road during the bridge repair work done earlier this year.


We wish this work to be done in a timely manner, as Issaquah-Hobart Road is a north-south commuting corridor for people from Enumclaw, Puyallup, Black Diamond, Ravensdale, Maple Valley, and Issaquah.


Please contact me at your earliest convenience to discuss our concerns and alternatives. Thank you.

Original signed by

Steve Hiester

Chairman, Greater Maple Valley Unincorporated Area Council

cc:
Harold Taniguchi, Director, KCDOT, harold.taniguchi@kingcounty.gov

Lauren Smith, Unincorporated Area Relations Manager, Lauren.Smith@kingcounty.gov

